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In 1915, Private Roy Ramsay, set sail from Australia for the Middle East
with the 4™ Light Horse Field Ambudance. He served in Egypt and on
hospital ships in the Dardanelles.
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Serving with the 1* Division 3™ Field Ambulance on the Western Front, he went through Poziéres
and other major set-piece battles of trench warfare. Amid the hell of artillery bombardment, Roy
found that both sides often exercised compassion and restraint towards the injured as well as the
~ stretcher-bearers trying to retrieve them.
"™ The Aussies” mateship and resourcefulness got them through the shocking physical conditions of
trench warfare, helped by occasional breaks away from the lines and recreational leave for
romantic purposes.

By 1918, the colonial troops had built a reputation as the best shock troops in the British army.
The diggers of the greatly depleted Australian Imperial Forces, now united in one Australian
Corps under General Monash. played a key role in driving the Germans back to the Hindenburg
Line. :
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